If that is true, fumigation will prove to be the most valuable measure known for the destruction of these incubating fleas and in preventing the recrudescence of plague.
(4) As most of the rats after fumigation die in the burrows out of sight, the process is less annoying to certain sections of the public who object to seeing rats being trapped and killed. The bad smell from decomposition of baited rats due to death in inaccessible situations is also avoided. It is a very important factor in actual practice.
(5) Fumigation kills not only rats and fleas but also snakes, ants, porcupines, and termites, and therefore ready co-operation of the public is usually forthcoming.
(6) Fumigation is easily applied?all that is required is to blow a very small quantity of the material into a rat hole, to close it and leave it ?no rats or fleas will remain alive in it.
(7) The fumigation method is simple and requires less staff. Expenses required for repairs are also negligible.
(8) Under proper supervision and in trained hands, fumigation can be done with hardly any danger at all to human beings.
(9) Because of the advantages mentioned above fumigation is gradually replacing other measures such as baiting and trapping.
Baiting may however be used as an adjunct to fumigation, and trapping is essential to find the index of the prevalence of rats in any area (rat-density), as an indicator of the results of baiting, for catching rats that are bait-shy and have escaped baiting, and as a means of obtaining flea-indices and making flea surveys. Baiting and trapping will also be required to destroy rats which cannot be dealt with by fumigation, such as those residing in inaccessible situations, [April, 1940 and in thatched and tiled roofs which unfortunately abound everywhere.
Fumigation
The use of poisonous gases for the destruction of rats has long been recognized and adopted by sanitary authorities all over the world.
Various substances have been used for this purpose, but only three need be seriously considered as fumigants, namely, carbon monoxide, sulphur dioxide, and hydrogen cyanide. 
